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T h a n k  Y o u  M a j o r  A d r i a n  H u n t

I t  h a s  y e t  a g a i n  b e e n  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  3  m o n t h s  i n
D o n c a s t e r  a n d  I  a m  d e l i g h t e d  f o r  t h i s  t o  b e
s h a r e d  w i t h  y o u  i n  t h i s  j a m - p a c k e d  e d i t i o n  o f
o u r  N e w s l e t t e r .

I  h a v e  b e e n  h o n o u r e d  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n
n u m e r o u s  e v e n t s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  3  m o n t h s ,
i n c l u d i n g  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t  A w a r d s
a n d  v i s i t i n g  b o t h  t h e  S e a  a n d  A i r  C a d e t s .

I  h a v e  b e e n  t r u l y  h u m b l e d  a n d  i n s p i r e d  b y  A d u l t
C a d e t  L e a d e r s  w h o  v o l u n t e e r  t h e i r  t i m e  f o r  f r e e
a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o
m a k e  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  a r e  g a i n i n g  s k i l l s ,
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  n o t
o n l y  t h e m ,  b u t  t h e  w h o l e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  a n d
D o n c a s t e r  c o m m u n i t y .

I  n e v e r  c e a s e  t o  b e  a m a z e d  b y  o u r  A r m e d  F o r c e s
c o m m u n i t y ,  b u t  w h a t  I  h a v e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b e e n
i m p r e s s e d  b y  r e c e n t l y ,  i s  h o w  a l l  p a r t s  o f  o u r
c o m m u n i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  S e a ,  A r m y ,  A i r ,  R e g u l a r s ,
R e s e r v e s ,  C a d e t s  a n d  V e t e r a n s  h a v e  a l l  c o m e
t o g e t h e r ,  s u p p o r t i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  w o r k i n g
c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  b e s t  f o r  t h e m  a n d
f o r  D o n c a s t e r .

F O R E W O R D
C o u n c i l l o r  M a r k  H o u l b r o o k

D o n c a s t e r ' s  A r m e d  F o r c e s
&  V e t e r a n ' s  C h a m p i o n

 Cllr Mark Houlbrook, Mayor Ros Jones and Civic
Mayor Duncan Anderson at the Annual Lord Lieutenant

Awards Ceremony

O n  2 1 s t  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 3 ,
D o n c a s t e r ’ s  v e r y  o w n ,  M a j o r
A d r i a n  H u n t  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  A r m y
R e s e r v e s  a f t e r  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  4 7 y r s
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

M a j o r  H u n t  j o i n e d  t h e  R e g u l a r
A r m y  o n  1 0 . 0 4 . 1 9 7 5  a n d  s p e n t  t i m e
i n  G e r m a n y ,  C a n a d a ,  C y p r u s  a n d
B e l i z e  u p  u n t i l  1 9 9 8 .   A f t e r  a  s h o r t
b r e a k ,  M a j o r  H u n t  d e c i d e d  t o  r e -
e n l i s t  a s  a n  A r m y  R e s e r v e  i n  2 0 0 0 .

M a y o r  H u n t  h a s  d e d i c a t e d  h i s
e n t i r e  w o r k i n g  c a r e e r  t o  t h e  A r m e d
F o r c e s  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  w i d e r
D o n c a s t e r  c o m m u n i t y .

D e p u t y  L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t  ( L e a d  f o r  D o n c a s t e r )
S S A F A  B r a n c h  S e c r e t a r y
S c h o o l  G o v e r n o r
C h a i r  o f  t h e  D o n c a s t e r  R E M E  A s s o c i a t i o n  
C h a i r  o f  T r u s t e e s  f o r  R o t h e r h a m  M C V C
T r u s t e e  f o r  Y o r k s h i r e  W a t e r  C o m m u n i t y  T r u s t
M e m b e r  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n ’ s  A d v i s o r y  P e n s i o n
C o m m i t t e e  
D e p u t y  L e a d  f o r  D o n c a s t e r ’ s  C a d e t  F o r c e s

D e s p i t e  M a j o r  H u n t  r e t i r i n g  f r o m  t h e  A r m y ,  h e
s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  i n  h i s  n u m e r o u s  v o l u n t e e r  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  r o l e s :

O n  b e h a l f  o f  D o n c a s t e r ,  t h a n k  y o u  M a j o r  H u n t .



M e n t a l  H e a l t h
As part of the Doncaster’s 2 year Action Plan, supporting the mental health of our Armed
Forces Community is part of the ‘Access to Healthcare’ and ‘Education and Family Wellbeing’
priorities.
We recognise the impact that serving in the forces can have on a person’s wellbeing and in
Doncaster we want to ensure that our partners work together to provide the very best possible
support network for our community.
In this issue we are delighted to share the lived experience of Army Veterans, Baz and Kurtis.
If you would like information on what support is available in both Doncaster and nationally,
please contact us on the details given on the last page of this newsletter.
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Baz’s  Story

Baz is  a  44yrs  old Veteran who left  the
Army in 2005.

Baz ’s  business  ran into f inancial  diff icul ty
due to  COVID-19 and this  had a  severe
impact  on Baz ’s  mental  heal th .  Baz began
using Cocaine recreat ional ly ,  however ,  this ,
together  with his  poor mental  heal th ,  saw
his  20yr relat ionship breakdown.

Kurtis ’  Story

City of  Doncaster  Counci l  employee and
Army Veteran,  Kurt is  Parkes  served with
the 3rd Batta l ion Rif les  and was  deployed
to Afghanistan on Op Herrick 11 .  He
explained that  without  the support  of  his
wife  and mother ,  he would not  have been
the excel lent  soldier  that  he was .

On his  return home,  Kurt is  became
mental ly  unwel l  with Post  Traumatic
Stress  Disorder .  He explains  that  this
ul t imately  resulted in  him being medical ly
discharged from the mil i tary .   He had
hoped to  remain in the mil i tary and
complete  the ful l  22 years  and therefore
his  discharge was  a  devastat ing blow.   He
described feel ing a  huge sense of  loss  of
his  identi ty ,  mil i tary family and purpose .  

When Kurt is  returned to  Doncaster ,  he
received a  lot  of  support  from various
agencies ,  including Veterans  UK,  Aspire
and therapy through RDASH. Once he
began to  manage the symptoms of  Post-
Traumatic  Stress  Disorder ,  Kurt is  began to
look for  a  new career .

Kurt is  remembers  that  during this  t ime,  he
found i t  incredibly diff icul t  to  secure
employment .  He was  constant ly  knocked
back and this  was  detr imental  to  his
mental  heal th .  He says  that  during this
t ime he fe l t  let  down by society and
bel ieved that  he was  not  being given a
chance to  prove himself  and show his
worth as  an army veteran,  and to  bring his
transferable  ski l l s  and excel lent  work
ethic .
 
Kurt is  eventual ly  appl ied for  a  role  in
Doncaster  Counci l  and was  successful  in  a
role  working for  the Prison team,  this
required him to take Prisoners  out  to
clean the environment .   Kurt is  has  s ince
been promoted to  Chargehand,  managing a
team of  12  people  some of  whom are a lso
veterans .

Kurt is  i s  very proud to  work amongst
other  veterans  in  his  team.  His  main joy is
having the sense of  pride and job
sat isfact ion when he and his  team have
successful ly  c leaned areas  which improves
the environment  for  the communit ies  and
for  wi ldl i fe .  

Kurt is  says  that  he feels  completely
supported in his  role  by his  management
and team and is  pleased to  have the
opportunity  to  give something to  the
veterans  of  Doncaster  in  the preparat ions
for  Remembrance Day.   Read about  Kurt is ’
and his  team’s  work in  our  Remembrance
information.  

Baz binged on huge quantities of Cocaine and
found himself admitted to hospital with drug
induced psychosis.  At no point during his
hospital admission did anybody ask Baz why he
had used Cocaine and nor did they establish he
was a veteran.

Baz was introduced to the City of Doncaster
Council’s Wellbeing Service through attending
the Club Doncaster Foundation Fit Forces
Programme.  Baz was sofa surfing with friends
and his mental and physical health was at an all
time low.  Baz was supported by Fit Forces, PFG
(People Focus Group) and City of Doncaster
Council Wellbeing Officer, Dalton.

Dalton supported Baz with a range of issues
including support finding accommodation.  Baz
has also secured employment, delivering Mental
Health Training across the country.  

Dalton also accessed several Armed Forces
charities including Help for Homeless Veterans
and The Veterans’ Charity to support with bond,
white goods and food to ensure that Baz didn’t
fall into difficulty before receiving his first
wage.

The physical transformation is clear to see in
Baz’s photos above.  Baz said “I feel I have
landed back where I belong.  My identity has
returned, my need for validation squashed, I feel
amazing”.
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Op Courage

H e l p i n g  y o u  t o  r e c o g n i s e  a n d  t r e a t  e a r l y  s i g n s  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s ,  a s  w e l l  a s
m o r e  a d v a n c e d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t r a u m a
P r o v i d i n g  s u p p o r t  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  s u b s t a n c e  m i s u s e  a n d  a d d i c t i o n s
L i a i s i n g  w i t h  c h a r i t i e s  a n d  l o c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  w i d e r  h e a l t h  a n d
w e l l b e i n g ,  s u c h  a s  h e l p  w i t h  h o u s i n g ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  f i n a n c e s  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t
R e f e r r i n g  y o u  t o  o t h e r  N H S  s e r v i c e s  w h e r e  n e e d e d
R e c o g n i s i n g  t h a t  y o u r  f a m i l y  m a y  a l s o  n e e d  h e l p  a n d  c a r e  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e m  t o
a c c e s s  t h i s

C a l l i n g  0 3 0 0  3 7 3  3 3  3 2  
E m a i l i n g :  O p C o u r a g e N O R T H @ c n t w . n h s . u k  

O p  C O U R A G E  o f f e r s  a  r a n g e  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  s u p p o r t  a n d  t r e a t m e n t ,  t a i l o r e d  t o  y o u r
s p e c i f i c  n e e d s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s :  

I f  y o u  l i v e  i n  t h e  N o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d  w a n t  t o  a c c e s s  O p  C O U R A G E ,  y o u  c a n  d o  t h i s
b y :  

T o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  s e a r c h  w w w . n h s . u k / o p c o u r a g e  

F o r  a d v i c e  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  w h a t  o t h e r  s u p p o r t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y ,  c o n t a c t :
W e b s i t e :   w w w . d o n c a s t e r . g o v . u k / a r m e d f o r c e s
E m a i l :   a r m e d f o r c e s c o v e n a n t @ d o n c a s t e r . g o v . u k
T e l :   0 1 3 0 2  7 3 5 6 0 0

I n  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  O c t o b e r ,  C i t y  o f
D o n c a s t e r  C o u n c i l  V e t e r a n  C o -
o r d i n a t o r ,  T e r e s a  H o d g s o n  c o m p l e t e d
h e r  d o u b l e  f u n d r a i s i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  a
H a l f  M a r a t h o n  a n d  c l i m b i n g  B e n
N e v i s  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  C l u b
D o n c a s t e r  F o u n d a t i o n ,  F i t  F o r c e s
P r o g r a m m e .
T e r e s a  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  p e o p l e  f r o m
a c r o s s  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  C o m m u n i t y .   
T e r e s a  h a s  r a i s e d  o v e r  £ 8 0 0  w h i c h
w i l l  g o  t o  h e l p  t h e  p r o g r a m m e
c o n t i n u e  t o  i m p r o v e  v e t e r a n ’ s
p h y s i c a l  a n d  m e n t a l  w e l l b e i n g .
T h e  w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  g r a t e f u l  a n d
p r o u d  o f  y o u  T e r e s a ,  t h a n k  y o u !

Well Done Teresa!

Teresa completing her Half Marathon with the
support of members of the Armed Forces

Community

mailto:OpCourageNORTH@cntw.nhs.uk
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=www.nhs.uk&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5uaHMudWsvb3Bjb3VyYWdl&i=NjQxMWY3NWQyYjQ3MTQzYWFmMjQ0OTQ3&t=ZmdFT0k4cmxwaURqbDFiaFFzY1lZY1c1Y21vZ2lmd3hHeUJyYTY3N3BYaz0=&h=8d96d44cbd864db4b430991313622bbb&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVad5ZeCHiN_koH9GiTkeuFkLvfqY21uvGYIlrZIb6UKgw
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Spotlight on the Sea & Air Cadets
Y o u  m a y  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  i n  o u r  l a s t  e d i t i o n ,  C i t y  o f  D o n c a s t e r  C o u n c i l ' s  V e t e r a n  C o -
o r d i n a t o r ,  T e r e s a  H o d g s o n  h a d  b e e n  i n v i t e d  t o  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  A r m y  C a d e t s  a t
S c a r b r o u g h  B a r r a c k s .   I n  A u g u s t ,  T e r e s a  h a d  t h e  g r e a t  h o n o u r  o f  b e i n g  i n v i t e d  t o  m e e t
t h e  D o n c a s t e r  S e a  a n d  A i r  C a d e t s .

Air; Flying and Gliding.
Space; Satellite Communications, Rocketry, Air Space
Technology
Cyber; Cyber Security, Cyber Warfare.
Skills; Sports, Music, Bands, First Aid, Radio Communication,
Drill and Ceremonial Marching, Adventure Training, Rock
Climbing, Abseiling, Sailing, Canoeing and Hill Walking
Military; visits to specialist units, Annual Camps, Target
Training
Further Education; BTEC Diplomas in Teamwork, Personal
Development, Leadership and Management

The birth of the Air Cadets began after an idea from Air
Commodore J.A Chamier, now known as the Father of the Air
Cadets. He served in the Army, Royal Flying Corps and the RAF
in 1919.

In 1938, with WW2 on the horizon, aircraft would be used as a
major combat strength and the RAF would need combat ready
pilots. 

Squadrons were set up across towns and cities in the United
Kingdom and they were run by local people with the aim of
preparing Cadets for joining the Royal Air Force.

By the end of the war, almost 100,000 Cadets had joined the
RAF. In 1980, the Cadets became more inclusive, and females
were able to join. 

Flight Lieutenant Rob Weban joined Doncaster Air Cadets at the
age of 13. He went on to have a successful career in the RAF and
is now a teacher at Hungerhill School. He runs the Armthorpe
Air Cadets and has 40 cadets ranging from 12 years to 18 years
old.

He explains that this is a military organisation and discipline, and
respect are paramount both in the sessions and when
representing the Cadets in public. 

The courses available include:

All the skills gained complement the qualifications that are
taught in schools and can be used in adulthood and in their
careers whether they decide to go into the Armed Forces or have
employment in the community. 

Rob Weban very proudly explains that in his career, his regiment
has supported Cadets into careers as Pilots, Army officer, officers
in the Navy, and some are enjoying successful careers in the
Police Force. 

 Cllr Mark Houlbrook and Teresa Hodgson with the Sea
Cadets at the their Doncaster base

 DL Major Adrian Hunt and Rt Hon Dame Rosie Winterton
MP with Doncaster Air Cadets at the Air Museum The Sea Cadets were formed in 1856 and known

as the Naval Lads’ Brigade. There were many
orphans of the Crimean War, sleeping in the
streets around Sea Ports and the sailors decided
to teach them nautical skills and training to
give them the opportunity of a better future.
 
Today, they are called the Sea Cadets and the
Cadets are aged between 10yrs-18yrs old. They
are an inclusive organisation and support
children from diverse backgrounds.
 
Chief Officer 1st Lieutenant, Steven Green
explains the difference that being a Cadet
makes to the lives of the young people and
through into their adult life. During his time as
a Cadet leader, Chief Officer Green has
witnessed children grow in confidence, gain
leadership skills and make new friends.  He
says that whilst they are a youth organisation,
they are also disciplined and run from the
customs and traditions of the Royal Navy.

Commanding Officer Heather Blades says that
the courses that they offer include: First Aid,
Sailing, Meteorology, Seamanship, Marine
Engineering, Communication, Shooting, Piping
and Navigation and many more.

Heather is a Veterinary Nurse and started in
the Cadets at the age of 10yrs. Now the
Commanding Officer, she says that she often
gets asked why she gives her time for free. She
says that she gets a sense of satisfaction when
she sees the potential in the Cadets and
witnesses how they develop, grow, and achieve
great things both in the Cadets and in
adulthood.

Cllr Mark Houlbrook and Veteran Co-ordinator
Teresa Hodgson were invited to witness an
Inspection at their establishment in Doncaster. 

On speaking with the Cadets, they talked about
a sense of pride having taken part in
Doncaster’s largest Armed Forces Day earlier
this year. They explained how they feel part of
something and enjoy learning new skills. Some
even talked about noticing improvement in
other aspects of their lives including with
schoolwork. 



N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 3

Joining Forces 
M a n y  h a n d s  m a k e  l i g h t  w o r k !   O n  S a t u r d a y  7 t h  O c t o b e r ,  D o n c a s t e r  R e s e r v e  U n i t ,  2 1 9  S q u a d r o n ,
R o y a l  L o g i s t i c s  C o r p s  j o i n e d  f o r c e s  w i t h  C i t y  o f  D o n c a s t e r  C o u n c i l ,  S e a ,  A r m y  a n d  A i r  C a d e t s  t o
c a r r y  o u t  a  C o m m u n i t y  L i t t e r  P i c k  a r o u n d  t h e  B a l b y  a r e a  o f  t h e  c i t y .
T h e  e v e n t  w a s  p u t  t o g e t h e r  b y  2 1 9  S q u a d r o n  w h o  h a d  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  C o u n c i l  a s k i n g  f o r  t h e i r
s u p p o r t  i n  o r g a n i s i n g .   T h e  C o u n c i l  m a d e  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r o v i d i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,  r i s k
a s s e s s m e n t s ,  s t a f f i n g  a n d  r u b b i s h  r e m o v a l .   H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  w a s
s e e i n g  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  f o r c e s ,  a d u l t s  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  a l l  s h a r i n g  t h e  m a i n  a i m  o f
w a n t i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  a  c l e a n e r  p l a c e .   H u g e  w e l l  d o n e  a n d  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  i n v o l v e d
a n d  a l s o ,  a  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  M o r r i s s o n s  i n  B a l b y  w h o  p r o v i d e d  s u p p o r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e f r e s h m e n t s  f o r
t h e  t r o o p s !

Doncaster Reserves 219 Transport Squadron, Doncaster Sea, Army and Air Cadets 
at the litter pick earlier this month

C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  h e l p  p e o p l e  f i n d  a  w a y  f o r w a r d .  T h e y  p r o v i d e  f r e e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  a d v i c e
t o  h e l p  p e o p l e  o v e r c o m e  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .  T h e y  v a l u e  d i v e r s i t y ,  c h a m p i o n  e q u a l i t y  a n d  c h a l l e n g e
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  h a r a s s m e n t .   

D o n c a s t e r ’ s  C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  i s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  l o c a l  c h a r i t y  a n d  s u p p o r t s  p e o p l e  w i t h  d e b t ,  b e n e f i t s ,
i m m i g r a t i o n ,  h o u s i n g  a n d  m o r e .   
S a r a h  R o b i n s o n  i s  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  L e a d  f o r  C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  D o n c a s t e r .  S a r a h  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  s h e  h a s
a l w a y s  h a d  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  a n d  i s  t h r i l l e d  t o  h a v e  t h i s  r o l e  a s  i t  m e a n s  t h a t  s h e  c a n  m a k e
c h a n g e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  e x - m i l i t a r y  c a n  a c c e s s  s u p p o r t  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e .    

S a r a h  h a s  b e e n  a n  a d v i s e r  f o r  1 6  y e a r s  a n d  i s  n o w  a  S u p e r v i s o r .  A s  p a r t  o f  h e r  r o l e  a s  A r m e d  F o r c e s
L e a d ,  S a r a h  i s  i n t e n d i n g  o n  g e t t i n g  o u t  a n d  a b o u t  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  m o r e
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o m m u n i t y  a s  s h e  r e c o g n i s e s  t h a t  s o m e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w i l l  n o t
c o m e  a n d  a s k  f o r  h e l p .   

H e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  b e g a n  a s  a  c h i l d .  H e r  f a t h e r  c o m p l e t e d  N a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e  a n d  o f t e n  t a l k e d
a b o u t  h i s  t i m e  i n  B u s a n ,  S o u t h  K o r e a .  S h e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e r  f a t h e r  a n d
s a y s  t h a t  h i s  “ e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  h a d  n e v e r  l e f t  h i m ” .  

D o n c a s t e r  C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  a r e  w a n t i n g  t o  g a t h e r  i n p u t  f r o m  t h e
D o n c a s t e r  V e t e r a n  C o m m u n i t y .  Y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  i n s i g h t s
a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  v a l u a b l e  t o  t h e  C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  a s  t h e y  w o r k  t o
b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  p r e f e r e n c e s  o f  v e t e r a n s  i n  i n
D o n c a s t e r .  

D o n c a s t e r  C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  a r e  d o i n g  t h i s  t h r o u g h  t h e
r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  a  V e t e r a n  V o l u n t e e r  a n d  t h r o u g h  V e t e r a n  F o c u s
G r o u p s .

T h e  F o c u s  G r o u p s ,  w h i c h  r a n  t h r o u g h o u t  O c t o b e r ,  a i m e d  t o
c r e a t e  a  p l a t f o r m  w h e r e  v e t e r a n s  c o u l d  o p e n l y  s h a r e  t h e i r
t h o u g h t s ,  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  a n d  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s  a n d
s u p p o r t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e m .   C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  w a n t  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t
t h e i r  i n i t i a t i v e s  a l i g n  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  A r m e d
F o r c e s  c o m m u n i t y .

C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  D o n c a s t e r  h a v e  s i g n e d  u p  t o  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  C o v e n a n t  a n d  a r e
n o w  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  D o n c a s t e r  A r m e d  F o r c e s  C o v e n a n t  B o a r d .  S i n c e  j o i n i n g ,  t h e y
a r e  n o w  a c t i v e l y  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  m i l i t a r y  t h a t  a r e  a c c e s s i n g  t h e i r
s e r v i c e  a n d  w h a t  a r e  t h e  m a i n  i s s u e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t i n g  w i t h .   

N a t i o n a l l y  a n d  l o c a l l y ,  C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  a r e  a l w a y s  c a m p a i g n i n g  a n d  e n g a g i n g  w i t h
M P s  a r o u n d  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  f a c i n g .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  i n f l a t i o n ,  g a m b l i n g ,  a n d
e n e r g y  p r i c e s .  O n  b e h a l f  o f  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  h a v e
i d e n t i f i e d ,  h a v e  b e e n  r a i s e d  i n  P a r l i a m e n t .  

C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  n o w  h a v e  a n  e n e r g y  p r o j e c t  f u n d e d  b y  B r i t i s h  G a s  t o  s u p p o r t
p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  p a y  t h e i r  b i l l s .  T h e y  c a n  p r o v i d e  f u e l  v o u c h e r s  a n d
s u p p o r t  t o  f i n d  t h e  c h e a p e s t  t a r i f f .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  ‘ H e l p  t o  C l a i m  P r o j e c t ’  f o r
t h o s e  w i s h i n g  t o  c l a i m  U n i v e r s a l  c r e d i t ,  p l u s  a  t e a m  o f  d e b t  s p e c i a l i s t s  a n d
w e l f a r e  r i g h t s  a d v i s o r s  w h o  a r e  t r a i n e d  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  a p p e a l i n g  b e n e f i t
d e c i s i o n s .   
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W e b s i t e :   w w w . c a d o n c a s t e r b o r o u g h . o r g /  
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Doncaster Remembers

D o n c a s t e r  i s  p r e p a r i n g  t o  r e m e m b e r  o n  b o t h
A r m i s t i c e  D a y  a n d  o n  R e m e m b r a n c e  S u n d a y .   
R e m e m b r a n c e  i s  o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
r e m e m b e r  t h e  s e r v i c e  a n d  s a c r i f i c e  o f  a l l
t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  d e f e n d e d  o u r  f r e e d o m s  a n d
p r o t e c t e d  o u r  w a y  o f  l i f e .

W e  r e m e m b e r  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s ,  a n d  t h e i r
f a m i l i e s ,  f r o m  B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e
C o m m o n w e a l t h ,  t h e  v i t a l  r o l e  p l a y e d  b y  t h e
e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  l o s t
t h e i r  l i v e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  c o n f l i c t  o r
t e r r o r i s m .

O n   A r m i s t i c e  D a y ,  S a t u r d a y  1 1 t h  N o v e m b e r ,
t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  C i v i c  R e m e m b r a n c e  S e r v i c e
a n d  2  m i n u t e s ’  s i l e n c e  a t  t h e  M a n s i o n  H o u s e
s t e p s .   T h e  s i l e n c e  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  1 1 : 0 0 a m .

O n  R e m e m b r a n c e  S u n d a y ,  S u n d a y  1 2 t h
N o v e m b e r ,  a  S e r v i c e  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e  w i l l  b e
h e l d  a t  1 0 . 3 5 a m  a t  T h e  W a r  M e m o r i a l  o n
B e n n e t t h o r p e .   A  2  m i n u t e s ’  s i l e n c e  w i l l  t h e n
b e  h e l d  a t  1 1 a m .   T h e r e  w i l l  t h e n  b e  a  P a r a d e
t o  t h e  M i n s t e r  o f  S t  G e o r g e  w i t h  a  s h o r t
s e r v i c e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  P a r a d e .

Photo credit - David Harrison

S p e c i a l  S h o u t  O u t

In September, The Mayor, Civic Mayor and
Cllr Mark Houlbrook were delighted to be
invited to the Lord Lieutenant of South
Yorkshire, Professor Dame Hilary Chapman
DBE’s Annual Awards Ceremony.
At the Ceremony, Doncaster Army Cadet,
Staff Sergeant Charley Foster-Tomlinson
was named as this year’s Lord Lieutenant
Army Cadet.  Huge well done Charley!

E v e r y  y e a r ,  t h e  r o u t e  o f  t h e  P a r a d e
i s  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  w i t h
a d d i t i o n a l  c l e a n s i n g .   

H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  y e a r ,  C i t y  o f
D o n c a s t e r  C o u n c i l  S t r e e t  S c e n e
C h a r g e h a n d ,  K u r t i s  P a r k e s ,  f e a t u r e d
i n  t h e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  a r t i c l e ,  h a s
m a d e  t h i s  a  v e r y  p e r s o n a l  p r o j e c t .

K u r t i s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  t e a m  o f
V e t e r a n s  t h a t  w o r k  a c r o s s  t h e  S t r e e t
S c e n e  S e r v i c e  h a v e  s p e c i f i c a l l y
a s k e d  t h a t  t h e y  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s
w o r k ,  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h e  P a r a d e  r o u t e
i s  i n  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  p o s s i b l e
c o n d i t i o n  a h e a d  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e
S u n d a y .

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  D o n c a s t e r  A r m e d
F o r c e s  C o m m u n i t y ,  a  h u g e  t h a n k
y o u  t o  K u r t i s  a n d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s .   


